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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an inexpensive color alignment control system which does not take 
the traces of connection as the noise of detection of a pattern for position detection even when using a 
transfer belt having the traces of connection in a color image forming apparatus and prevents the 
malfunction based on erroneous detection of the flaws of the belt or omission of pattern detection and 
realizes accurate color slippage correction control. 

SOLUTION: A detection means is provided which has an optical sensor separately arranged in a position 
where the pattern for position detection is not added in the width direction of the belt and detects a pattern 
other than the pattern which is extended in the width direction of the belt like a joint. A means for excluding 
positional information obtained by the detection means from positional information obtained with a pattern 
detection means is further provided to remove noise information caused by a pattern other than marks which 
is extended in the width direction of the belt like a joint. The number of patterns in a pattern group is 
checked, and information is excluded in the case that this number does not coincide with a prescribed 
number. 
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